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4.e., as if they were children, whose funerals took place by night (Servius, Aeneid, xi. 143). 



1 The Roman year was dated by the names of the two annual consuls. 
2 i.e., long kept out of his inheritance. 

3 Tacitus (Annals, i. 7) gives the praenomen as Gaius. 
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The majority of mortals, Paulinus 1 , complain bitterly of the spitefulness 
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scattered in a moment when it comes into the hands of a bad owner, while 
wealth however limited, if it is entrusted to a good guardian, increases by 
use, so our life is amply long for him who orders it properly. 
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no rest from their lusts abides. 

Think you that I am speaking of the wretches whose evils are admitted? 
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1 Xerxes, who invaded Greece in 480 b.c. 

_ 2 On the plain of Doriscus in Thrace the huge land force was estimated by counting the number of 

Literally, “unripe.” At 100 he should “come to his grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh times a space capable of holding 10,000 men was filled (Herodotus, vii. 60). 

in in his season” (Job v. 26); but he is still unripe. 3 Herodotus, vii. 45, 46 tells the story. 
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to our own weakness? Can the nights which they pay for so dearly fail to 
seem all too short to these men? They lose the day in expectation of the 
night, and the night in fear of the dawn. 
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donia, Sicily, Egypt, Syria, and Asia, and almost all countries he followed 
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2 The salutatio was held in the early morning. 1 As tribune in 91 b.c. he proposed a corn law and the granting of citizenship to the Italians. 



The New Academy taught that certainty of knowledge was unattainable. 
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But among the worst I count also those who have time for nothing but 
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Throughout the essay occupati, “the engrossed,” is a technical term designating those who are so 
absorbed in the interests of life that they take no time for philosophy. 

! i.e., the various types of occupati that have been sketchily presented. The looseness of the structure 
has led some editors to doubt the integrity of the passage. 



advocate is lionized throughout the whole lorum, and tills all the place 
with a great crowd that stretches farther than he can be heard, yet he 
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3 Pliny (Nat. Hist. viii. 21) reports that the people were so moved by pity that they rose in a body 
and called down curses upon Pompey. Cicero’s impressions of the occasion are recorded in Ad Fam. 
vii. 1. 3: “extremus elephantorum dies fuit, in quo admiratio magna vulgi atque turbae, delectatio 
nulla exstitit; quin etiam misericordia quaedam consecuta est atque opinio eiusmodi, esse quandam 
illi beluae cum genere humana societatem.” 



boats that carry provisions up the Tiber are even to-day called codicariae. 
Doubtless this too may have some point—the fact that Valerius Corvinus 
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of their giving is that they themselves suffer loss without adding to the 
years of their dear ones. But the very thing they do not know is whether 
they are suffering loss; therefore, the removal of something that is lost 
without being noticed they find is bearable. 



5 Actors in the popular mimes, or low farces, that were often censured for their indecencies. 
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I hear that one of these pampered people—provided that you can call it yourself months and years in long array, unconcerned and slow though 

pampering to unlearn the habits of human life—when he had been lifted time flies so fast? 

by hands from the bath and placed in his sedan-chair, said questioningly: _ 

1 Virgil, Georgies, iii. 66 sq. 



2 Literally, “spear,” which was stuck in the ground as the sign of a public auction where captured or 
confiscated goods were put up for sale. 

3 Cf. Pliny, Epistles, i. 9. 8 : “satius est enim, ut Atilius noster eruditissime simul et facetissime dixit, 
otiosum esse quam nihil agere.” 

4 For the technical meaning of otiosi, “the leisured,” see Seneca’s definition at the beginning of chap. 
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Should I choose to divide my subject into heads with their separate proofs, 
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! An allusion to the fate of the Danaids, who in Hades forever poured water into a vessel with 
perforated bottom. 
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